
 

LOCAL ECONOMIC GROWTH CASE STUDY AGENDA NO:  

Meeting  Gloucestershire Economic Growth Scrutiny Committee 

Report author 
Nigel Riglar 
 
Tel no: 01452 328470 

Email: nigel.riglar@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Background 
documents 

Local Government Association (LGA) Economic Growth Case Study 

Location/Contact 
for inspection of 
background 
documents 

Attached at Appendix A 

Main consultees GEGJC Senior Officer Group representatives, including gfirst LEP. 

Planned dates N/A 

Purpose of report 
 

To receive a presentation on the Gloucestershire Economic Growth Case 
Study, produced by the Local Government Association (LGA) and to note 
that the County Council has commissioned work to develop it further. 
 

Recommendations 

To note the contents of the LGA Economic Growth Case Study and 
comment on proposed scope of the additional work commissioned by the 
County Council. 
 

Reasons for 
recommendations 

To produce practical materials that help position Gloucestershire as a good 
location for Government investment in economic growth. 

Resource 
Implications 

c. £2-3k of consultant time. 



MAIN REPORT CONTENTS 
 
 
Background  
 
1. During February 2016 the Local Government Association (LGA) published four ‘Local 
Growth Case Studies’; one of these focused on Gloucestershire (see Appendix A). The Senior 
Officer Group would now like to build on the initial work done by the LGA to showcase further 
good practise in the County to Government in order to: 
 

 influence national policy thinking; and, 

 to reinforce the fact that Gloucestershire is a good place to invest public money in 
economic growth and regeneration. 

 
2. A number of Government departments, including DCLG, DfT and HMT, are currently asking 
for good practice examples around: 
 

 Helping Government ‘to make things happen’ by supporting DCLG to deliver its 1 
million homes over the next 5-years target; including providing practical and evidence 
based intelligence about current barriers and constraints; 

 Local Councils joining up Government Department ‘do-ers’ through a ‘single dialogue’ 
to enable growth and regeneration; including enabling the use of available land 
(potentially involving Compulsory Purchase Orders) and the programming of advanced 
infrastructure; 

 Using the local authorities inherent ‘sense of risk’ to minimise governance and 
partnership  costs of programmes such as the Local Growth Fund; 

 Providing examples of where major infrastructure projects are being used to ‘lever’ 
skills development and local employment for project delivery and more widely;  

 Identifying and illustrating how small infrastructure interventions are unlocking larger 
growth opportunities; and, 

 Imaginative use of funding and financial instruments to enable growth and regeneration. 
 

3. The original consultant commissioned by the LGA, David Marlow, has been secured by the 
County Council to produce a ‘Gloucestershire Growth Showcase’ that provides a: 

 

 Standalone document; and, 

 Case studies that can be used in ‘refreshes’ of policy, lobbying and marketing 
documents, including the SEP, devolution prospectus, external funding bids and inward 
investment materials 
 

4. The showcase will contain: 

 a general introductory section drawn at least partly from the LGA case study;  

 around 6 local 'exemplars' - a side of A4 for each describing what the exemplar is; why 
it is important; what results it has achieved to date; what lessons have been learnt; how 
with Government support it could be developed further; and, 

 A concluding section on Gloucestershire's ambitions for the future and how it can help 
Government deliver economic growth. 

 



5. The show case will be available by April 11. The Committee is asked to note the original 
LGA Case Study and provide any comments on the proposed scope of the additional work. 
The final document will be shared with central government departments / agencies and 
national local government representative and professional bodies.  
 
Options 
6. The option to do nothing exists but this would not allow the Councils and gfirst LEP to 
continue to reinforce the local commitment to delivering economic growth and to influence 
national policy development. 
 
Risk assessment   
7. The main risk is that Gloucestershire does not successfully position itself in terms of its 
commitment to delivering economic growth and misses out on Government and private sector 
inward investment. 
 
Officer advice 
8. To note the LGA case study and support the County Council’s commissioning of additional 
work. 
 
Equalities considerations 
 
9. Not applicable – the ‘showcase’ will describe projects that have already been the subject of 
due regard considerations. 
 
Consultation feedback 
10. Senior officer Group representatives were supportive. 
 
Performance management/follow-up  
11. To complete the project by April 11 and to successfully disseminate the outputs to key 
stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


